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Art Unit: 3754 

Detailed Action 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1,3,5,6,7,13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The claimed subject matter 
regarding the internal slider having, "multiple closed positions and/or a subsequent 
closed position", is not found to be supported in the disclosure as originally filed. 
Therefore the Office has considered the above claimed entities as new matter. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1,3,5,6,7,13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear to the Office how the internal 
slider can have multiple closed positions and /or a subsequent closed position. It 
appears from reading the claims and the specification that there is only one close 
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position and one open position. Thus for examining purposes the internal slider will be 
treated as having one open position and one closed position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-10,12-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate 
by Lloyd-Davies (4,564,132). 

The Lloyd-Davis reference discloses a fitment (41) for attachment to a container 
a generally cylindrical spout (13) having an external surface capable of mating with a 
collar of a dispensing connector, a generally cylindrical external slider (47) movable 
axially within the spout (13) and having apertures (53) therein proximate an end thereof; 
and a generally cylindrical internal slider (61) having ports (65) therein and movable 
axially within the external slider (47), the internal slider (61) movable between a closed 
position operable to prevent the flow of fluid through the fitment (41) and an open 
position wherein the ports (65) are in fluid communication with the apertures (53) to 
allow the flow of fluid through the fitment (41), the internal slider (61) being movable 
from a closed and open positions by insertion of a dispensing connector into the 
external slider (47) adjacent the internal slider (61), the fitment (41) consisting of a 
plurality of deformable members (63,89) integrally formed at an end of one of the sliders 
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(47,61), the deformable members (63,89) being biased in the open position so as to 
return the internal slider (61) to at least one closed position, upon removal of the 
dispensing connector (19). 

Regarding claim 2 note in figures 1-6 wherein the deformable members (63) are 
located the external slider (303). 

Regarding claim 3 note in figures 1-6 wherein a container (11) having a fitment 
(41) attached to a wall of the container (11, fig. 1 ) form in a fluid outlet for the container 
(11) and having a fluid passage therethrough; a generally cylindrical spout (13) having 
an external surface capable of mating with a collar (29) of a dispensing connector (19) 
a first generally cylindrical external slider (47) complementarily shaped to the fluid 
passage (54,75) and carried therein, the slider (47) being movable axially with respect 
to the fluid passage (54,75) and having apertures (53) therein proximate an end thereof; 
a second generally cylindrical internal slider (61) complementarily shaped to the 
external slider (47) and carried therein and having ports (65) therein, the internal slider 
(61) movable axially within the external slider (47), the internal slider (61) movable 
between at least one closed position operable to prevent the flow of fluid through the 
fitment (41) and an open position wherein the ports (65) are in fluid communication with 
apertures (53) to allow the flow of fluid through the fitment (41) and out of the container 
(11), the internal slider (61) being adapted to be moved between the a closed and thee 
open position by insertion of a dispensing connector (19) into the external slider (47) 
adjacent the internal slider (61) to engage the internal slider (61), the fitment (41) 
including a plurality of deformable members (63) integrally formed at an end of one of 
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the sliders (47,61), the deformable members (63) being biased in the open position so 
as to return the internal slider (61) to at least one closed position, upon removal of the 
connector (19). 

Regarding claims 5 &7 note in figures 1-6 wherein the deformable members 
(63,89) integrally formed at an end of one of the sliders (47) are biased in the open 
position so as to return the internal slider (61) to at least one closed position by abutting 
against at least a portion of the other slider. 

Regarding claim 6 note in figures 1-6 a double slider valve having generally 
cylindrical external slider (47) movable axially within the spout (13); and a generally 
cylindrical internal slider (61) movable axially within the external slider (47) and having a 
series of ports (53) located therein to allow the passage of fluid therethrough, the 
internal slider (61) movable between at least one closed position operable to prevent 
the flow of fluid through the fitment (41) and an open position in which the apertures 
(53) and the ports (65) are aligned and define a passageway through which fluid can 
flow, the internal slider (61) being adapted to be moved between the closed and open 
position by insertion of a dispensing connector (19) into the external slider (47) adjacent 
the internal slider (61), and biasing means for resiliently biasing the internal slider (61) 
towards the closed position. 

Regarding claim 8 note in figures 1-6 wherein a fitment (41) with a spout (13) 
having an external surface capable of mating with a collar (29) of a dispensing 
connector (19) and defining a fluid passageway therethrough, an external slider (47) 
movable axially within the fluid passageway, and an internal slider (61) movable axially 
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within the external slider (47), the internal slider (61) movable between at least one 
closed position operable to prevent the flow of fluid through the passageway and an 
open position operable to allow the flow of fluid through the passageway, the internal 
slider (61) being adapted to be moved between a closed and the open position by 
insertion of a dispensing connector (19) into the external slider (47) adjacent the internal 
slider (61), and the external slider (47) having integral biasing means located thereon to 
bias the internal slider (61) into a closed position from the open position. 

Regarding claim 9 note in figures 1-6 wherein the biasing means comprises at 
least one deformable member (63) located on the external slider (47), the at least one 
deformable member (63,89) biased in the open position by abutting against at least a 
portion of the internal slider (61). 

Regarding claim 10 note in figures 1-6 a container (11) with a fitment (41) 
attached to a wall of the container (11), forming an outlet for the container (1 1 ) 
extending from the fluid storage space within the container (11); an external slider (47) 
complementarily shaped to the fluid passage (54,75) and carried therein, the slider (47) 
being axially movable with respect to the fluid passage (54,75); and an internal slider 
(61) complementarily shaped to the external slider (47) and carried therein, the internal 
slider (61) movable axially within the external slider (47) between at least one closed 
position operable to prevent the fluid from flowing through the fitment (41) and an open 
position operable to allow fluid to flow through the fitment (41) and out of the container 
(11), the internal slider (61) being biased towards a closed position from the open 
position by at least one integral biasing member (63) located on the external slider (47). 
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Regarding claim 12 note in figures 1-6 a double slider valve a fitment (41) having 
a generally cylindrical external slider (47) movable axially within the spout (13) and 
having apertures (53) therein; a generally cylindrical internal slider (61) movable axially 
within the external slider (47) and having a series of ports (65) located therein to allow 
the passage of fluid therethrough, the internal slider (61) movable between at least one 
closed position operable to prevent the flow of fluid through the fitment (41) and an open 
position in which the apertures (53) and the ports (63) are aligned and define a 
passageway through which fluid can flow, the internal slider (61) being adapted to be 
moved between a closed position and the open position by insertion of a dispensing 
connector (19) into the external slider (47) adjacent the internal slider (61); and integral 
biasing means (63) on the external slider (47) for resiliently biasing the internal slider 
(61) towards a closed position. 

Regarding claim 13 note in figures 1-6 wherein the integral biasing means 
consisting of deformable members (63) integrally formed on the external slider (47), 
which are biased in the open position so as to return the internal slider (61) to one of the 
closed positions by abutting against at least a portion (upper surface of 61) of the 
internal slider (61). 

Regarding claims 14,15,17,18 note in figures 1-6 wherein the fitment (41) 
consists of at least one closed position. 

Regarding claims 16&19 note in figures 1-6 wherein the fitment (41) has an initial 
closed position prior to insertion of the dispensing connector (19) wherein a seal (see 
fig. 5, 89) is formed between a portion of a sidewall of the external slider (47) and a 
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peripheral portion (89) of the internal slider (61) and a subsequent closed position (see 
fig. 6) after removal of the dispensing connector (19) wherein a seal (see fig. 5, 89) is 
formed between a second portion of the sidewall of the external slider (47) and a 
peripheral portion (89) of the internal slider (61) (col. 3, lines 64-68;col.4, lines 1-17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lloyd- 
Davies (4,564,132) in view of Rutter et al. (5,901,761). 

The Lloyd-Davies reference discloses substantially all the structure and 
functionality of the invention. However the Lloyd-Davies reference lacks an external 
slider with apertures that are defined by a plurality of radial spaced posts. 

The Rutter et al. reference teaches an external slider (303) having apertures 
(325, col.7, lines 27-29) that are defined by a plurality of radially spaced posts (32 1) 1 for 
the purpose of "obtaining a desired amount of liquid flow through the valve structure 
when it is opened" col.7, lines 28&29). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified the Lloyd-Davies device with an external slider with 
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apertures defined by posts as taught by Rutter et al. in order to permit flow through the 
spout and valve structure to enable liquid in the open position. 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephanie E. Tyler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8059. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-4:30pm. 



1 Note where the posts are (on the slider) 1 is considered the base of the external slider. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on 571-272-4720. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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